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Milošević Reads Tolstoy’s War and Peace (in Aleksandar Zograf’s Regards from Serbia) 
I finally finished reading Aleksandar Zograf’s – pen (pencil) name of Saša Rakezić – Regards from 
Serbia: A Cartoonist's Diary of a Crisis in Serbia (2007), a collection of short (mostly one-page) 
autobiographical comics and a lot of e-mails that were drawn / sent to his friends in the US before, 
during and after the 1999 NATO bombardments on Serbia, which the artist experienced in his native 
Pančevo, some twenty kilometres northeast from Belgrade. 
 
Zograf’s comics offer us a kind of diary, in which the author/narrator/protagonist tells us about how 
he and his wife Gordana lived through the harsh periods of the sanctions and bombardments, and 
the chaos afterwards. One of the things that particularly moved me was how he manages – in spite 
of his tastes of the peaceful ‘outside world’ during short trips to a.o. Italy and the US – to convince 
the reader that he nevertheless prefers to live in the ‘crazy’ (as Zograf often calls it) Balkans.  
As a big fan of Lev Tolstoy’s War and Peace, I like to show this specific panel (Zograf 2007: 259), 
about Slobodan Milošević asking to read (a translation of) this monument in prison (he was still in 
Belgrade then, not yet in The Hague). 
 
Fine to see that the ‘fraternal Slavs’ from Russia and Serbia have the same word for ‘peace’ (mir), but 
not for ‘war’ (voyna/rat) …  
Be that as it may, my questions for Zograf (and all kibitzers) are: Do you know whether Milošević did 
actually read Tolstoy’s magnum opus (to the end)? In captivity, did he ever say something about its 
plot and/or characters? Or had he possibly already read it before the Yugoslav Wars, let’s say when 
he was eighteen or twenty-one? And which character did Milošević like most? I personally hope it 
was not Pierre Bezukhov or the old Nikolay Bolkonsky. For the simple reason that they are my  
favourite characters! 
